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Tn Pyengyeng in Jily 1951 the population was small, there ues 1ittis
govermmental activity, ond no reguisr buildings were in use cither as
civilian or governmental quarters or offices. Few civilian hames were
necupled, and residents spent most of their daylight hours in caves,
rost of them living in mwme hype of airerald shelter, ¥ilitery de-
serters vere cnrefnl about hiding in the regular shelters, however,
beesuse Stote Seeurity Mindstrey agents checked them closely Tor de=
Peetors, deserters, and esplonage ogents, A few people with some
social or pelitlend standing left their trench-homes st nizki to visit
the enfes, vhich uere in shabby houses, Fesidents vho received
no rice ration beesuse they vere nci attached to any governmental or-
ganizetion had to live un one or two bovls of soup a day. The trans-
portaticn of rice Srom cutside the city ums usually carried cut by
vomen, children, snd the apged, who had no othr r way of obtsining rice
than by performing this service, which was dengercus becsuse of the
frequent air sttacks, They were given & small part of the riece they
eorried into Pyongyang. Laberers mobilized for bridge and road repair
work, however; received two rice balls durdng their daily -rork, Such
vork wae usvally done at night, un’ess there was urgent nead for the
repair,

The public warket in Pyongyeng in July was closed curing the day and
opened only in the svening, vhen wegetables, dried fish, rlce, and other
commodities were sold., The price of riee in Pyongyang in July was 3,000
von per mal, about one =nd one-=half times the peacetime price. Pew could
offord to purchase riece, howrcver, and berter cxchapges betuwesn farmers aad
{heir customors were frequent, bver the frnrmers worked a% mnight, and they
were teld to bz coreful about shouwing smoke from their chimnsys,
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Residente attached Lo no party or gavernmentsl oreanissticsy :3-,:-41’*{'91-3-1
frow vardovs restrictions, ard even citivenablp ! 3.3
rerborahip eards were not acceptable as travel fta, A
dsgued by ths chdef o each orgamizstion of which the traveler
wenber s recuired, and the docwments had to siate the rerson for the
troavel,

Hoevy cosualtiesn smons the militecry foroes spd civilian popralatio
Promgyarg vere coused by the raid om trat eity 22 July 'nw FARE- 3
2 1200 pom. By Ynited Batlomns plawes. Hand and oxecarts soved through
the city mmmg bsdies for several hours after the vraid. A besvy
1 the worst 4o 70 years according to sone residents, resuited in a

effect of the hombing, vivlch bivke sore dikes “im the city, thus

wuvinﬂ' large arees of the clty to be flooded. Arey food supplies wsre
spolled and oll ie underground stcrage tanks was mixed with water or
Wasksd avey. aidents sald the Sdnmsk ares suffered great demage about

the wre tine beenuse of a floed,
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R

€5 .np;exw\er i the Iyongyang eres wont of the poxds in the maviket wers
few Leing prodused La Xurea besausge o7
o a Peuw rubber shoe factories and e tobaseo fact operatisg in
; hgwevewv Workers {n these fasturiess and goversyest emp) ayees
vooged W oreselvy a meathly catidon of prain, 30 peresnt of 1t rice.
mrb it ume ’i‘req tently iosusd a month or tw La‘t.e fmﬂ bmmc mariet prisss
a1 il eormodities were btwenty 4 bor Paroy
mepberd Lived in groups. thaeir famtifes ha.xrin@ ‘hevm sem, o r?amfhw‘
Scuth Rovesn Lebor Party members were mostly empluyed sn fores. .%amr
nregrens, o villbhge seople’s committees, and wers DI
netliofied with thelir lot, sinse the reality of 1ife im North Kovea for
“hem wes far ddfferens Tw i v nad been led to oexpect. Many would
hove weloomed the oppor umw to return te the ROK 4f they ecculd have
doeny go aafely.
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